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MINUTES OF THE SOMA’s 3rd GENERAL BODY MEETING 

held in 

THE FRAMEWORK OF THE 12TH NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF MEDICAL 

ARTHROPODOLOGY (SOMA) ORGANIZED IN KOLKATA ON 25-26 

NOVEMBER, 2019 

----------------- 
 
         
 
        The 12th National Conference of Medical Arthropodology (SOMA) was held at 

the Zoological Survey of India, Kolkata on Nov. 25-26, 2019. The 3rd General Body 

Meeting of the SOCIETY OF MEDICAL ARTHROPODOLOGY (SOMA) was held on 26th 

November, 2019, at 9.30 pm, and the following SOMA executive members and other 

participating arthropodologists attended: 

 
1.    Dr Kailash Chandra ……………………………………. kailash611@rediffmail.com 
2.    Dr B.K. Tyagi (SOMA President)…………………… abktyagi@gmail.com 
3.    Dr B. Reddya Naik (SOMA Secretary General)…brnaik@osmania.ac.in 
4.    Dr Vijay Veer (SOMA President Elect)…………….vijayveer50@yahoo.com 
5.    Dr Sajal Bhattacharya (Founding Member) …… sajal_58@rediffmail.com 
6.    Dr D.S. Shiva ……………………………………………..shivabt07@gmail.com 
7.    Mr Siddaiah Swamy …………………………………….siddaiahmadpathi@gmail.com 
8.    Mrs Ajita Tyagi…………………………………………….ajitatyagi55@gmail.com 
  

9.     Dr N. Chandrasekaran nchandrasekaran@vit.ac.in  

  
10.   Dr Aparna DuttaGupta aparnaduttagupta@gmail.com  

  
11.   Dr Rina Tilak rinatilak@hotmail.com  

12.   Dr Neera Kapoor neerakapoor@ignou.ac.in  

13.   Dr Himmat Singh hspawar@rediffmail.com  

14.   Dr Pratip Shil shilpratip@gmail.com  

15.   Dr D. S. Suman dssuman37@gmail.com  

16.   Dr Diwakar Singh D. drdsdinesh@gmail.com 

17.   Dr Sasmita Rani Jena sjena4@gmail.com 

18.   Dr Sudeep A.B sudeep.ab@niv.co.in 

19.   Dr Anju Viswan K anjuviswan@gmail.com 

20.   Dr Alok Suman S. alok.suman@tatasteel.com  

21.   Dr D. Sukumaran sukumarand@drde.drdo.in  

22.   Dr D. K. Kocher dkocher2002@pau.edu 

23.   Dr Andrea Drago drago@entostudio.com  

24.   Dr Andrea Drago drago@entostudio.com  

25.   Dr Vijay Kumar vijayrnagar@hotmail.com 

26.   Dr Gabriel Paulraj gabriel_paulraj@yahoo.com  

27.   Dr Sarita Kumar saritakumar@andc.du.ac.in  

28.   Dr Gayatri Swarnakar gswarn9@yahoo.co.in  

29.   Dr Paban Kumar Dash pabandash@drde.drdo.in  

30.   Dr Satish Kr Awasthi satishpna@gmail.com 
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31.   Dr Tammanna R. S. tammanna@pu.ac.in 

32.   Dr Amit Bhattacharya amit4dec@yahoo.com 
33.   Dr Sagya Singh sagyasingh@gmail.com 
34.   Dr Rathod, K.G Kgrathod14@yahoo.com 
35.   Dr Meenakshy meenakshy025@gmail.com 
36.   Dr Vijay Kr Prajapati rupalojha4@gmail.com 
37.   Dr T. Rajagopal deer_raj@yahoo.co.in 
38.   Dr M.D. Gokhale gokhale40@gmail.com 

39.   Dr Debanjan Patra patradebanjan911@gmail.com  

40.   Dr Selvakumari J subbiahpoopathi@rediffmail.com  

41.   Dr Shrewshree Kumar shrew76kumar@gmail.com 
42.   Dr Sutithi Banerjee sutithi12@gmail.com 
43.   Dr Madhurima Seal madhurima06.jan@gmail.com 
45.   Dr P. Senthamarai S. psselvan@ymail.com 
46.   Dr Priti Ranjan Pahari priti.pahari@rediffmail.com  

47.   Dr Roopa Rani Samal roopasamal29@gmail.com 
48.   Dr Madhuri Swain madhuri.meera260294@gmail.com 
49.   Dr VarunTyagi varunbhardwaj.tyagi@gmail.com 
50.   Dr Shivaraj Yallappa shivarajmetigouda@gmail.com 
51.   Dr Souvik De dssuman37@gmail.com  

52.   Dr Praveen Kumar praveen221288@gmail.com 
53.   Dr Bishnupada Sheet bhetkipurhighschool@gmail.com 
54.   Dr Rupak Kumar rupakraman@gmail.com 
55.   Dr Navneet Pandey nvpandeybst@gmail.com 
56.   Dr Tapan K Barik tkbarik@rediffmail.com 
57.   Dr Anurag Kushwaha anuragmicro27@gmail.com 
58.   Dr Pallab Saha pallabsaha@molbiodiagnostics.com 
59.   Dr Tarunkumar Bhatt praveenraibt@gmail.com 
60.   Dr Madhu Sharma smadhu270@gmail.com 

61.   Dr Surajit Basak basaksurajit@gmail.com 
  
62.   Dr Chandrima Bose chandrimabose5@gmail.com 
63.   Dr Deepak K. Goyal deepakgo23284@gmail.com 
64.   Dr Narendra Sharma sharmanarendra30@yahoo.com 
65.   Dr T. A. Arvind ta.arvind@gmail.com 
66.   Dr Chiranjeeb Dey chiranjeeb123@yahoo.co.in 
67.   Dr Kaneez Fatima kaneezfatima160@gmail.com  

68.   Dr Dharambir Singh dharambir.titu@gmail.com 
69.   Dr Chittora Surabhi surabhichittora94@gmail.com 
70.   Dr Rituparna De rituparnade686@gmail.com 
71.   Dr Priya Verma provash2000@gmail.com 
72.   Dr Shubhabrata Dey sd9106@gmail.com 
73.   Dr Kuldeep Kumar kshivalya@gmail.com 
74.   Dr Vikram Delu vikramdelu29@gmail.com  

75.   Dr Priya Dahiya priyadahiya3154@gmail.com 
76.   Dr Chiranjeeb Dey chiranjeeb123@yahoo.co.in 
77.   Dr Kiran Yodha kiranyodha3@gmail.com  

77.   Dr Chiranjeeb Dey chiranjeeb123@yahoo.co.in 
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78.   Dr Pooja Ghosh poojaghosh7@rediffmail.com 
79.   Dr Bilal Ahmad bilalmalla88989@gmail.com 
80.   Ms Anjana Singha anjanasingha@cottonuniversity.ac.in 
81.   Ms Neetu 
             Bhattacharya neetu13feb@yahoo.co.in 
82.   Ms K. Rekha rekhamithul@gmail.com 
83.   Dr Probal Basu probalbasu2010@gmail.com 
84.   Mr A. D. Gupta abhaydeepg@drde.drdo.in 
85.   Mr Lalit Mohan lalitmohan_dei@rediffmail.com 
86.   Dr Soumyajit  
            Banerjee soumyajitb@gmail.com 
87.   Ms Aarti Rama aaratirama.89@gmail.com 
88.   Mr Rahul Kumar rahulrohila01@gmail.com 
89.   Mr Ashok Kumar3 ashokdagur198987@gmail.com 
90.   Ms Chetana Suvalka chetanasuvalka0408@gmail.com 
91.   Ms Arpita Dalal rptdll4@gmail.com 
92.   Dr Hemanga Hazarika hemanga14@gmail.com 
93.   Dr R. Senthoorraja rsrajabio@gmail.com 
94.   Dr Shubhaisi Das goutamchandra63@yahoo.com 
95.   Dr Koushik Kr Mandal kkmandal1989@gmail.com 
96.   Dr Manali Dutta goutamchandra63@yahoo.co.in 
97.   Dr Sunanda Burman goutamchandra63@yahoo.com 
98.   Dr Ritwika Chatterjee ritsy08@gmail.com 
99.   Dr Partha Sarathi 
        Sarkar ps999495@gmail.com 
100.  Dr Swastik Mukherjee swastikmukherjee03@gmail.com 
101.  Dr Bhuvaneswari 
        Balasubramanian subbiahpoopathi@rediffmail.com  

102.  Dr Bobita Bordoloi bobitabordoloi22@gmail.com 
103.  Dr Kanishtha Acharya kanistha4499@gmail.com  

104.  Dr Ambadath  
        Velayudhan Asha ashambadath@gmail.com 
105.  Dr Kalarikkal  
        Venugopalan 
        Lakshmi laxmyvenugopalan@gmail.com 
106.  Dr Sanjay Kr Meena sm2632913@gmail.com 
107.  Dr Rashmi  
        Bhattacherjee rashmib7193@gmail.com 
108.  Dr Vignesh M vigneshvickey585@rocketmail.com 
109.  Dr Ravindra Kumar microravindra@gmail.com 
110.  Dr Varsha 
         Prabhakaran varshaprabhakaran95@gmail.com 

 
        Earlier, on 25th November, the Registration desk for conference opened up at 9 am and 

the Inauguration commenced at 10 am, with Dr Kailash Chandra, Director, ZSI, Prof. Dr B.K. 

Tyagi, President, SOMA, Dr Sanyal, Rtd. Jt. Director, ZSI, Prof. Dr B. Reddya Naik, Secry. 

General, SOMA and Dr Raghunathan, Jt. Director, ZSI seated on the dias (Fig. 1). More than 

125 participants attended the conference (Fig. 2).  

mailto:subbiahpoopathi@rediffmail.com
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Figs. 1,2. SOMA’s 12th National Conference was organized in ZSI, Kolkata on Nov. 25-26, 2019. 

 

         After welcoming gesture to all the participants by the Director, ZSI, the SOMA 

President (Prof. B.K. Tyagi) introduced about the objectives of the Society (Fig. 3).  



5 
 

 

 
Figs.3,4. Dr Kailash Chandra, Director, ZSI welcoming Prof. B.K. Tyagi, President, SOMA who also 
offered the Presidential address.  
 

        Various SOMA Awards and Prizes were given away to the distinguished 

scientists/medico-arthropodologists (Figs. 5-20), as follows: 
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1.  SOMA Lifetime Achievement Award ……… Dr Kailash Chandra 

2.  Prof. T.N. Ananthakrishnan Award ……….. Prof. Aparna Dutta Gupta 

                                                                                         & 

                                                                       Prof. N. Chandrasekaran 

3.  Dr V.P. Sharma Award                 ……….. Prof. Devinder Kaur Kocher 

                                                                               & 

                                                            Dr. D.S. Suman 

4.  SOMA Young Scientist Award       ……….. Dr. Souvik De  

                                                                     & 

                                                            Dr Rashmi Bhattacharya 

 

        Three Awards/Prizes (carrying cash money) intituted by a group of medicao-

arthropodologists in memory of their parents were also given away to worthy winners, as 

follows: 

 

1. Dr R.S. Sharma’s “Dr H.G. Sharma     …….  Dr Himmat Singh 

& Mrs. Kanti Devi Award”  for 

Medical Entomology. 

2. Dr V.K. Srivastava’s “Vijayshree          ……. Dr Sagya Singh 

Award” for innovative approaches  

in elimination of lymphatic filariasis. 

3. Prof. Dr B.K. Tyagi & Mrs Ajita Tyagi’s ……... Dr Sambashiva Daravath 

“Tyagi Prize” for novel basic research  

In medical arthropodology. 

 

        The SOMA took the opportunity to announce and give away certificates to worthy 

medicao-arthropodologists the title of Fellow of the Society, ‘FSOMA’, following a decision 

taken at the 2nd SOMA Executive Council/General Body Meeting held in the framework of the 

11th National Conference of Medical Arthropodology held at the Zoology Department, DAV 

(PG) College, Dehra Dun on October 26-27, 2018. Currently the total SOMA membership is 

as follows: 

 

Sl. No. Name  Address 

1 Dr B K Tyagi President, SOMA 

D-4, Saraswathi Nagar,  

P.O:-Kumb ki Kothi,  Jodhpur-342005. Rajasthan. 

Mail: abktyagi@gmail.com 

Mob.No: 9047754757 

Website: www.soma16.org 

2 Dr B. Reddya Naik Dept. of Zoology,  

University College of Science 

Osmania University Campus 

Hyderabad – 500007 

Ph. No. 9290491044 

brnaik@osmania.ac.in 

 

http://www.soma16.org/
mailto:brnaik@osmania.ac.in
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3 Dr Vijay Veer 208 Tower-one, Golden Manor, Diversion 

Mussorie Road,  

Dehradun-248009. UK 

Mail: vijayveer50@yahoo.com 

Mob.No: 9410914407. 
4 Dr Rina Tilak Dr Rina Tilak, Scientist ‘G’ 

Dept of Community Medicine, 

Armed Forces Medical College, Solapur Road, 

Wanowrie, Pune - 411040 

Email: rinatilak@hotmail.com Mob. 

No.:9822071546 

5 Dr A. Daniel Reegan Entomologist 

NVBDCP, Regional Office of Health and Family 

Welfare, 

Bengaluru. 

Ph: +91 7090487105 

6 Dr Prabhakargouda B 

Patil 

GBIT Limited 

C/O MAHYCO Hybrid Seeds Company Pvt. Ltd 

At. Dawalwadi; Tq. Badnapur, P.O. Box-76, Jalna-

431203, Maharashtra State, India 

Mail: dr.prabhakarpatil8@gmail.com 

Mob: +91-9049361068;  

Website: www.soma16.org  

7 Dr Kamlesh Kumar 

Yadav 

GBIT Ltd. 

At: Dawalwadi; Tq: Badnapur 

P.O. Box - 76, Jalna - 431 203 

Maharashtra State, India 

Mail: kamalbiotech.yadav@gmail.com 

Ph: +91-2482–262471/262371-75 

Mob: +918399837463/+917002137279 

ORCID ID: orcid.org/0000-0003-3871-9937 

URL: http://www.researcherid.com/rid/O-2071-

2017 

8 Dr S. Somasundaram 37, first floor, town hall road, Madhurai 

Pin No. 625001. 

Mail: svsomul61952@gmail.com 

Ph. No. 9443021652 

Email: svsomu161952@gmail.com 

9 Dr Pradeep Kumar 

Srivastava 

 

Royal villa- IV, 2/18 Flat-100 Sector-2, Rajendra 

Nagar, Sahibabad, Ghaziabad, 201005-UP. 

Mail Id: pkmalaria@yahoo.co.in 

Mob. No: 9891494568. 

10 Dr Ruth Mbabazi Michigan State University, RM 175A, East 

Lancsing, MI-48824. 

Mail: mbabazi@msu.edu 

Mob. No: +15179218313. 

11 Dr Varun Tyagi Defence Research Laboratory, Tezpur-784001, 

Assam. 

Mail: varunbhardwaj.tyagi@gmail.com 

Mob. No: 7086834166, 6000852741. 

 

 

http://www.soma16.org/
http://orcid.org/0000-0003-3871-9937
http://www.researcherid.com/rid/O-2071-2017
http://www.researcherid.com/rid/O-2071-2017


8 
 

12 Dr Shashi Kiran Solanki 22-old survey raod Dehradun 

shashisolanki@outlook.com 

Mob. No: 9412918833 

13 Dr Pushpendra Kumar 

Sharma 

Department of Zoology, DAV (PG) College, 

Dehradun (Uttarakhand)-248001. 

Mail: insect1980@rediffmail.com. 

Mob. No: 9410164962. 

 

Home Address: Block-C, Lane-1, H.No-12 

Mandakini Vihar, Sahastradhara Road. Dehradun-

248001 (UK), India. 

14 Dr Devi Shankar Suman Diptera, Zoological Survey of India, M-Block, New 

Alipore, Kolkata, WB-700053. 

Mail: dsuman37@gmail.com 

Mob. No: 7987864725. 

15 Dr Shahid Sami 

Siddique 

Asst Professor Govt. Degree College Gairsain 

Chameli, UK-266428.  

Mail: shahidami1@yahoo.com 

Mob. No: 941011186 

16 Dr Sajal Bhattacharya  Postgraduate Department of Zoology, 

Asutosh College, 92, S.P. Mukherjee Road, 

Kolkada- 700026. 

Mail: sajal_58@rediffmail.com 

Mob. No: 09830579499. 

17 Dr RS Sharma 105, Malanda Apartment, Sector-21C, Faridabad-

121001. 

Mail: ranjandersharma@gmail.com 

Mob. No: 9958678110 

18 Dr Karimbhai M. 

Maredia 

WORLDTAP Programme, 

416 Plant and Soil Science Blok, 

1066 Boque Sreet, Room 416, Michigan State 

University, East Lansing, MI-48824. USA. 

Mail: kmaredia@msu.edu 

Mob.No: +15177756627. 

19 Mr Rajendra Thapar H.No. 49, Blok H-17, Sector-7. 

Rohini, Delhi-110085. 

Mail: rajthapar2010@gmail.com 

Mob.No: 8860129990. 

20 Dr Neera Kapoor Indira Gandhi National Open University, 

Maidan Garhi, New Delhi-110068. 

Mail: neerakapoor@ignou.ac.in 

Mob.No: 9811386908, 986817632. 

21 Dr Sunder Singh Department of Zoology, DAV (PG) Coolege, 

Dehradun, UK. 

Mail: ssr25@ymail.com 

Mob.No: 9412413144. 

22 Mr M. Siddaiah Research Scholar, Department of Zoology, 

University College of Science, Osmania University, 

Hyderabad-500007. Telangana. 

Mail: siddaiahmadpathi@gmail.com 

Mob.No: 08985706364. 



9 
 

23 Dr Sambashiva 

Daravath 

Department of Biotechnology, 

Nizam College, Basheerbagh, Hyderabad. 

Telangana-500001. 

Mail: shivabt07@gmail.com 

Mob.No: 7673956957, 7799387755.   
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 Figs. 5-7. Felicitation of dignitaries during the 12th SOMA Conference. 
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Figs. 8-15.  SOMA Awards distribution ceremony during the 12th SOMA Conference. 
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Figs. 16,17. SOMA Awards distribution ceremony during the 12th SOMA Conference. 
 

        On this occasion, two books, namely (i) Dr Ronald Ross: mosquito, malaria, India and 
the Nobel Prize – an untold story of the first Indian Nobel laaureate (authored by: Drs B.K. 
Tyagi. Sajal Bhattacharya and B. Reddya Naik), and (ii) Biobibliography of Dr R.S. 
Sharma: a malariologist and vector  control expert nonpareil (authored by: Dr B.K Tyagi) as 
well as some new vector control products developed by the ZSI were released (Figs. 4-17).  
 

 
 

 
Fig. 18-19. Release of SOMA’s two books and the ZSI’s innovation products during the 12th SOMA 
Conference.  

 

        On the morning of 26th November, the proceedings of the conference began 
with the SOMA Executive Council/General Body’s Plenary Business Meeting at 9.30 
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am. Dr Tyagi initiated the Meeting by thanking the Organizers, particularly Dr Kailash 
Chandra, Convener, and his entire team of highly efficient scientists, as well as 
technical and supportive staff and research scholars for their unparalleled kindness, 
generosity, camaraderie, support and guidance showered on the participants 
throughout their sojourn in Kolkata and the conference.  He was ecstatic about how 
the 12th NCMA had nurtured many memorable moments which would remain 
ingrained in participants’ mind for a long time to come. He reminded that the 
conference had put forward many novel subjects for discussion and the interest 
shown by participants (>100), especially students and young researchers, was 
unparalleled in the annals of SOMA conferences. Highlights of the conference 
included: 
 
(i)   Dr Tyagi recounted by citing reference to the google search that the SOMA is 
the only scientific society worldwide which has been organizing conferences of 
medical arthropodology regularly annually (the 1st conference was organized in 
2007) (cf. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arthropodology). The 12th SOMA Conference 
has not only surpassed all previous editions in attendance of participants but also 
proved to be one of the most successful event thus far. All participants gave full 
support for its novel, innovative and timely approach. 
 
(ii)      A total of 108 Abstracts were received and printed in an exquisite Abstracts 
Booklet (134 pp.). 
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Fig. 20. Abstracts book of the 12th SOMA Conference. 

 
(iii)  Quite many participating researchers hailed from as many as 12 States/UTs, 
such as  Delhi, Punjab, Rajasthan, West Bengal, Maharashtra, Patna, Haryana, 
Telangana, West Bengal, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh etc.  
 
(iv)  First time in the history of science of medical arthropodology 07 prominent Awards 
and/or Prizes were given away at a conference, incl. a Citation with a Medallion, or 
prize/award money (vide supra). 
 
(v) After having been formally registered as SOCIETY OF MEDICAL 
ARTHROPODOLOGY (S.O.M.A.) on 1st March, 2017, it has now commissioned 
uninterruptedly its Third Executive Council - General Body Meeting here during the 
12th NCMA (2019) which is in order since inception of the foundation of the society. 
 
(vi)  A total of 58 lectures, including 10 Keynote/Plenary lectures, were delivered 
attracting huge interest from audience, particularly younger generation. 
 
(vii) Release of a research book on Dr Ronald Ross (authored by Drs B.K. Tyagi, 
Sajal Bhattacharya and B. Reddya Naik), a bio-bibliography of Dr R.S. Sharnma 
(authored by Dr B.K. Tyagi), and, more importantly, a new product for vector control 
by the ZSI made a novel and unique feature of the SOMA conference. 
 
(viii) Dr Kailash Chandra, Director, ZSI, Kolkata  & Convener, 12th NCMA handed 
over the newly designed SOMA plaque - as a token of responsibility of organizing the 
next Conference – to Dr D.S. Shiva, Assistant Professor & i/c Head, Deptt. of 
Biotechnology, Nizam College, Hyderabad in 2020. Dr Shiva cheerfully announced 
that the next conference will be an international one which all the participants 
lauded with full support for this grand development in the SOMA. The First 
International Conference of Medical Arthropodology will be held on Nov. 26-28, 
2020. 
 
        Dr Tyagi finally summarized the activities of the SOMA whereupon the SOMA 
Executive Council/odonatologists approved the following recommendations: 
 
1.    The SOMA Constitution and By-Laws, with Minutes of the 11th NCMA, were duly 
approved. 
 
2.    The current Membership Fees Plan was re-visited and approved. 
 
3.    The four SOMA Awards, i.e. (i) SOMA Lifetime Achievement Award, (ii) Prof. Dr 
T.N. Ananthakrishnan, (iii) Prof. Dr V.P. Sharma, and (iv) SOMA Young Scientist 
Award were duly approved for future conferences. Along with these three personally 
instituted Awards/Prizes, i.e., (i) Dr R.S. Sharma’s Dr H.G. Sharma & Mrs. Kanti 
Devi Award  for Medical Entomology, (ii) Dr V.K. Srivastava’s Vijayshree Award for 
innovative approaches in elimination of lymphatic filariasis, and (iii) Prof. Dr B.K. 
Tyagi & Mrs Ajita Tyagi’s Tyagi Prize for novel basic research in medical 
arthropodology, were also approved.  
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4. Prof. Tyagi explained the reasons for lagging behind in bringing out the open 
access annual e-periodicals, JOURNAL OF MEDICAL ARTHROPODOLOGY and the 
semiannual, SOMA Newsletter, during 2019, as planned earlier during the 11th 
Conference, and urged to revisit the entire Editorial Board to make journals a reality 
as follows, with the approval of the participants, subject to annual review of 
satisfactory performance by those involved (by Prof. B.K. Tyagi, Dr Kailash Chandra, 
Dr Vijay Veer, Dr Rina Tilak and Prof. B. Reddya Naik):  
 

(1) JOURNAL OF MEDICAL ARTHROPODOLOGY 
Chief Editor  

Prof. B.K. Tyagi, VIT Univ, Vellore 

Managing Editor 
Dr Vijay Veer, Ex-DRDO, Dehra Dun & Prof. B. Reddya  Naik, OU, Hyderabad 

  Associate Editors 
Dr Kailash Chandra, ZSI, Kolkata  
Prof. Devinder Singh, PU, Patiala  

Prof. N. Chandrasekaran, VIT, Vellore  
   

Prof. Karimbhai Meredia, MSU, USA  
Prof. Jagbir Singh, PU, Patiala  
Dr R.S. Sharma, c/o ICMR, New Delhi 

           

E x e c u t i v e   E d i t o r 
Dr Rina Tilak, Scientist ‘G’, AFMC, Pune 

 
Assistant Editors 

Dr D.S. Suman, ZSI, Kolkata and Dr Varun Tyagi, DRL, Tejpur  
Editorial Board  

Dr E. Pushpalatha, Calicut Univ., Calicut 
Prof. Neera Kapoor, IGNOU, Delhi  

Dr Sajal Bhattacharya, AC, Kolkata  
Dr R.K. Jauhari, DAV Coll., Dehra Dun 

Dr Prabhakar Mishra, REVA Univ. Bangalore  
Dr P.K. Srivastava, Ex-NVBDCP, Delhi 

Dr Murli Mendki, NMRL, Mumbai 

Dr M. Ruth, MSU, USA 
Dr Arti Prasad, MLSU, Udaipur  
Prof. S. Sudhakar, MSU, Tirunelveli

Dr M. Govindraju, BU, Tiruchirappalli   

Dr. S. Anbalagan, GAC-MKU, Madurai                   

Dr. Jhansi Charles, Ex-MMC, Madurai 

Dr Ragunathan, ZSI, Kolkata                           
Dr Kumud Tyagi, ZSI, Kolkata 

Dr I.P. Sunish, RMRC, Port Blair                  
Dr Bisu Singh, Sikkim Univ., Sikkim      

Dr Manish C. Patel, ZSI, Kolkata 
Dr Dhristi, ZSI, Kolkata  
Dr John, VIT Univ, Vellore 

Dr M.R. Bhagyasree, Gurgaon 

(2) SOMA Newsletter 
 

Editor in-Chief 
Prof. B.K. Tyagi 

 
E d I t o r 

Dr Himmat Singh, NIMR, Delhi 
Managing Editor 

Prof. Neera Kapoor, IGNOU, Delhi 
Editorial Board 

Dr Deepchandan chakraborty    
Dr Devindra Gupta   

Dr Ramar Marimuthu   

Dr Sambashiva Daravat  
Dr Girima Nagda 
Siddaiah Madpathi  
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5.  The frequency of SOMA Conferences at annual level will continue till at least 15th 
Conference where its suitability will be reviewed [preferably the 13th National/1st 
International Conference at Deptt. of Biotechnology, Nizam College, Hyderabad in 
2020 (Dr D. Sambashiva); 14th at Deptt. of Zoology, School of Life Science, IGNOU, 
Delhi in 2021 (Prof. Neera Kapoor); 15th  Deptt. of Zoology, MLS Univ., Udaipur in 
2022 (Prof. Arti Prasad); and 16th at Savitribai Phule University, Pune in 2023 (Dr 
R.S. Pandit). Dr Karimbhai Meredia and Dr M. Ruth encouraged to have a conference 
overseas possibly in Uganda whereupon Dr Ruth would like to coordinate. Professor 
Tyagi is in correspondence.   
 
6. Dr B.K. Tyagi was unanimously elected to continue to function as the ‘Chairman of 
the Standing Committee for Organization of the National/International Conferences 
of Medical Arthropodology’. 
 
7.  In accordance with the suggestion during the 11th SOMA Conference (Kolkata, 
2017) that all arthropodologists who become Life Member by paying fees by Dec. 
31st, 2018, should become entitled for “FSOMA” - Fellow of the Society of Medical 
Arthropodology, duly endorsed by a communication duly attested by its President 
and the Secretary General of the Society, the following arthropodologists (subject to 
Secretary General’s verification of having paid the Life Membership Fee) were 
elected FSOMA: 
 

1. Prof. B.K. Tyagi, SOMA, Dehra Dun 
2. Dr Vijay Veer, Ex-DRDO, Dehra Dun,  
3. Dr Kailash Chandra, ZSI, Kolkata 
4. Prof. B. Reddya  Naik, OU, Hyderabad 
5. Dr. Rina Tilak, AFMC, Pune 
6. Prof. Neera Kapoor, IGNOU, Delhi  
7. Dr Sajal Bhattacharya, AC, Kolkata  
8. Dr R.K. Jauhari, DAV Coll., Dehra Dun 
9. Dr R.S. Sharma, ICMR, New Delhi 
10. Dr P.K. Srivastava, Ex-NVBDCP, Delhi 
11. Prof. Karimbhai Meredia, MSU, USA 
12. Dr M. Ruth, MSU, USA 
13. Dr Varun Tyagi, DRL, Tezpur 
14. Dr D.S. Suman, ZSI, Kolkata 

 
The relevant e-certificates are being formulated.  

 
8.  Organization of the 13th SOMA Conference which will be SOMA’s 1st International 
Conference on Medical Arthropodology, will be held in Nizam College, Hyderabad 
(Convener: Prof. Dr B/. Reddya Naik; Org. Secry.: Dr D. Sambashiva) was approved 
and the SOMA Plaque was passed to Dr Shiva by Dr Kailash Chandra with a formal 
announcement.   
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Fig. 21. Transfer of plaque of SOMA’s insignia from Dr Kailash Chandra, Director, ZSI & 12th 
SOMA Conference Convener to Dr Sambashiva, the Org. Secry. for the SOMA’s 1st 
International Conference (Hyderabad; Nov. 26-28, 2020).  

 
9.  A SOMA website (www.soma16.org) was inaugurated by Dr Kailash Chandra, 
Director, ZSI, while Prof. Tyagi lauded the efforts of Prof. Reddya Naik and his 
students including Dr Shiva and Mr Siddaiah in constructing the website so elegantly.  
 
10. A SOMA document describing its history, objectives and achievements as well as 
future programmes will be tabled during the SOMA’s 1st International/13th National 
Conference (Hyderabad, 2020). 
 
11.  Dr R.S. Sharma and Dr P.K. Srivastava donated Rs. 1,00,000 (Rs. One Lakh 
only) and Rs 50,000 (Rs Fifty Thousands), respectively, to the SOMA for giving away 
annually or biennially an Award (with a commensurate prize money accrued as a 
bank interest in course) to a medical entomologist in the memory of their  parents. 
The money was already deposited to SOMA account. Prof. Tyagi also institutionalized 
a “Tyagi Prize” and made an arrangement to pay during each annual/biennial a fixed 
amount (not less than 5000.-), in the memory of his parents & parents in-laws. 
 
12.   I accordance with the desire of Prof. Karimbhai Meredia to take the future 
SOMA conferences to other countries in which case Dr Ruth would coordinate with 
her African links who actually put me in touch with Dr. Louis Mukwaya – the 
Ugandan face spearheading the anti-mosquito war and the most renowned malaria 
researcher in the country, Dr Tyagi is undertaking correspondence with the 
concerned to find out future possibilities abroad. All SOMA Council members were 
quite happy with the move and wanted to explore the possibilities. 
 
The Meeting concluded with a Vote of Thanks, and with the resolve to meet again in 
Hyderabad during the 13th SOMA Conference. 

---------------- 

http://www.soma16.org/
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